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Module Aims

To enable students to critically explore the concept of risk and dangerousness within the criminal
justice context and to critically examine ethical and values issues and contradictions in respect of
assessing and managing risk and dangerousness to protect the safety and rights of others, while also
protecting the freedom and rights of those perceived to present a risk.

Expected Learning Outcomes
Knowledge and Understanding

actuarial data

rights and freedom of others

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes:

IT skills

Research
Evaluation
Presentation skills

On successfully completing this module students will be able to...
1. Recognise and critically appraise the significance and impact of recent government reports on
or concerning the identification and management of risk and dangerousness
2. Critically evaluate attitudes and practices within law and the Criminal Justice System towards
risk and dangerousness, and creating and managing risk information from statistical and

3. Critically evaluate approaches to risk management within the context of an appreciation of the

influence of post modernity and globalisation on practice
4. Articulate the competing protection of rights and freedom of individuals versus the protection of

On successfully completing the module students will have developed




Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (e.g. examination, oral, coursework, project)
and the weighting of each (%). Details of indicative assessment should also be included.

Case study; Students will be required to consider the nature and issues arising in relation to assessing
and managing the risk of serious harm posed by a hypothetical offender about to be released from
prison.

Assessment Type of assessment Learning Weighting Word count (if
number outcomes coursework)
1 Case study 1-4 100% 4000 words

Learning and Teaching Strategies:
A variety of methods will be employed including lead lectures, small group tutorials on line.

Syllabus Outline:

Risk assessment and management.

The concept of risk.

Dangerousness- situational, organisational and pathological factors.

Criminal Justice responses.

The law and risk and dangerousness.

Independent inquiries, fatal incident reviews,

MAPP panels,

Management of risk and dangerousness at the organisational Strategic Level,
Risk society, postmodernism and risk,

positivistic responses, actuarial, clinical and anaclastic risk assessment,
managing dangerousness, the special hospital.

Shift in perceptions of responsibility.

Approaches To Risk Management-Operational, Financial, Legal, Environmental and Cognitive.
Accountability to Stakeholders
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